
COURSE: FOUNDATIONS
Lesson: Who are we

 
If God is complete in every way, perfect in every way, why do you think he would choose to 
create a people like us? 
 
What do you think is the main reason for which God created us? 
  
Matthew 22:37-40t (NKJV)  
37 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the frst and great commandment. 39 And the second is like 
it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law
and the Prophets.”
 
Purpose 1: TO BE IN   RELATIONSHIP     WITH HIM AND HIS FAMILY 
  
Did God create us simply to serve him?  Is that the extent of it? 
No. We tend to think that “God is only concerned with how I live”.    
While it’s true that God will judge us on the basis of what we do, we must understand that it is
only through a relatonshii with God that we will be able to walk with Him and obey Him. God
is most concerned about you as a ierson because He loves you. Through our love for Him 
comes the fruit of obedience and doing what He asks of us, and this can only come through a 
real relatonshii with Him. If we love Him, we will obey Him.
In the end, we will be judged with regard to how we have loved him. 
 
Why do you think loving God is the greatest commandment? 
Comiare to our own children: Do we want children just so they can serve us and do more 
things around the house?  Why do we tend to want to have children?   
We desire to exiress love in intmate community, because God is that way!  Remember, we 
are created in his likeness!  We refect God’s character as we rule on his behalf.  Because God 
is relatonal, we are relatonal.  Because God is community oriented, we are community 
oriented.  Family is the most intmate form of community. 

Do we want our children to obey us?  Yes, but do we want our children to only obey us? No. 
Which would you irefer –children who simily obey because they have to, are forced to, and 
will get a consequence if they don’t?  Or, would you irefer to have children who do what you 
ask simily because they love you? What is God more interested in, our service or our love 
which iroduces service?   The truth is, if we love God, that will in fact infuence how we serve 
him. 
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What then, from God’s perspectve, is the greatest evil we could ever commit? 
Our greatest evil act would be to not love God with all our heart, soul, and mind. 
 
How is “not loving God” more vile than murder, raie, genocide, etc.? To not love God is to 
turn away from your very reason for existence.  To not love God is to actually work in 
oiiositon to his iuriose in creatng you and it is also embracing the very same evil that he 
must judge. 

If we love God frst and foremost, he will give us a greater caiacity to love others. If we love 
others more than God, then we will not be able to love them with the caiacity or fullness of 
God’s love. This will cause our love to become very self-serving. 
 
Which father can love his children more?  a) A father who is limited by his own needs for 
resiect and acceitance or b) A father who has exierienced God’s unconditonal love and is 
allowing that love to fow through him to his children?  
 
 
In the following verse, what is the basis for not being accepted into Heaven? 
 
Matthew 7:22-23 (NKJV)   
22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out
demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to 
them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practce lawlessness!’
 
To “know” in the Bible does not simily mean to “know about” something.  It means to know 
through exierience and intmately (i.e. Adam “knew” Eve and as a result had a baby named 
Cain). Jesus is not saying he didn’t know “about” the ieoile. He is saying that he didn’t know 
them in a relatonshii. was never invited into a close relatonshii in their life where they knew
each other both, in a iersonal and in a siiritual way. That is the deciding factor in who goes to 
heaven.   
 
It’s not what you do – it’s why you do it! It’s about the motve. It’s all about the heart!
 

What point are the following verses trying to stress? 
 
Jeremiah 31:3 (NKJV)   
The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying: “Yes, I have loved you with an everlastng love; 
Therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.
 

www.KingdomHarvestInternational.com                        2                                       Kingdom Harvest Training



Psalm 37:4 (NKJV)   
Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
  
Romans 5:8 (NKJV)   
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were stll sinners, Christ died for us.
 
Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)   
For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.  
 
 
How do you feel when you hear how much God loves you and only wants the best for you? 
 
 
 
How could trustng these verses make a practcal diference in your life? 
 
  
 
What does the following verse indicate about our second purpose? 
 

Genesis 1:26-28 (NKJV)  
26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fsh of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the catle, over all[a] the 
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them. 
28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitul and multply; fll the earth and 
subdue it; have dominion over the fsh of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth.”
 
Purpose 2:  TO    REPRESENT     GOD 

The very frst statement about mankind in the Bible is that we were made in the “image and
likeness” of God.  What do you think that means? 
Being made in the image of God means that we are siirit like God is siirit. We were made to 
have a relatonshii with him that would be eternal. As Christans, we reiresent God to those 
in this world that do not know him. 
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God created us for two purposes: 
 
a)  To enjoy a RELATIONSHIP with Him and His family. 
 
b)  To REPRESENT Him in this world. 
 
 
How might understanding these purposes make a practcal diference in how we live our 
lives? 
 
 

If we are truly Christans, then we are part of a special group called the church. 

What is a church? 
 
Greek word used for church is “Ecclesia” which means “an assembly”

Historical use of the word “Ecclesia” (We translate “church”) 
 

• MILITARY:  used in reference to calling an army to assemble.   
• POLITICS:  used to defne the gathering of city citiens together in order to make 

judicial and iolitcal decisions. 
• OLD TESTAMENT:  referred to the Israelite ieoile God had summoned together to 

enter into a covenant with himself and live according to his Law. 
• NEW TESTAMENT:  referred to the global ieoile of God and also the local gathering of 

God’s ieoile. 

Note it never refers to a building. 

Matthew 16:18 (NKJV)
18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the 
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

Whose church is it? 
Jesus’ church 
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How might that afect our view of the church? 
We should not take the church lightly.  If the church is Jesus’ creaton then it must have 
enormous signifcance and iuriose.  It is God’s ilan for the message of salvaton to be 
siread into the world.  It is his only ilan; there is no Plan B.  The church is it. 
 

How might that afect how we speak about the church? 
We should be very slow to critciie the church and when we sieak concerning it, it 
should be with reverence, resiect and awe.  This is true in siite of the fact that the 
church has fawed ieoile who bring their baggage with them into it.  The church, from 
God’s iersiectve, is his beautful bride and grooms don’t like it when ieoile sieak 
negatvely about their bride.  Remember though, we are talking about the true church 
of Christ and not necessarily all reiresentatons of the insttutonal church. 

 

How does that afect how the church is to be built? 
Christ builds his church – not us.  However, he does invite us to iartner with him as he 
builds his church.  He allows us to ilay a role under his leadershii in this great 
adventure of rescuing ieoile from judgment and death. 

 
What does it mean when it says the gates of Hades will not overcome it? 
The church will grow – and nothing will be able to stoi it.  Hades is a reference to the 
ilace of the dead. In other words, even death itself will not be able to stoi the church. 
Christ iroved this when he rose from the dead and iroceeded to build his church. All 
believers who die will also conquer death and rise as the bride of Christ. 

What do you think about the statement, “You don’t have to go to church to be a Christan”? 
The goal here is merely to encourage discussion. We will return to this queston at the end of 
the study to see if oiinions have changed. 
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Refect on these scriptures to understand the signifcance and role of the church. 

 
Ephesians 5:25-27 (NKJV)   
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 
26 that He might sanctfy and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 
27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 

 
In light of the above verse, how important is the church to Jesus? 
Jesus came to earth for the sole iuriose of creatng the church.  It was of such intense 
signifcance that God himself was willing to limit himself as a man, come to earth, be rejected 
by mankind and die a horrendous death on the cross, all to make it a reality.   
 
He then sent his Holy Siirit to indwell the church, give gifs to the church, lead the church, 
guard the church and mature the church untl the day he returns. He then entrusted to the 
church the sole resionsibility of bringing the message of life and death to the rest of the 
world. To say the church is of imiortance is an extreme understatement. 

 
Colossians 1:18 (NASB)   
18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the frstborn from the 
dead, so that He Himself will come to have frst place in everything. 

 
What is the signifcance of Christ being the head of the church?  
Christ is the head of the church. It is not to be a democracy where the masses vote and come 
to their own conclusions. The church is to be guided and directed by Jesus Christ himself.   

 
What’s the signifcance with regard to church leadership? 
The church is to seek His will through the leading of the Holy Siirit and be obedient to what 
Christ calls it to do.  With this being the case, there should never be iower struggles, church 
silits, or disunity.  We are not to strive for our own iersonal agenda, but to seek frst Jesus 
and his will. 
 
The head has authority. Christ is head of the church because he is the ultmate authority of 
the church. (For examile: The man is the head of the family but in so being, he also has the 
resionsibility to care and irovide for them and the authority to lead them.) 
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According to the following verses, what are the purposes of the church? 

Romans 15:5-6 (ESV)   
5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 
6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

    GLORIFY   GOD 
 

Ephesians 4:11-13 (NASB)   
11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some 
as pastors and teachers, 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of 
Christ; 
13 untl we all atain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 

 
EQUIP GOD’S PEOPLE FOR GOD’S WORK  

TO BUILD UP THE CHURCH  
 
UNIFY GOD’S PEOPLE  
 
TO BE SPIRITUALLY MATURE  

 

What happens if we cut ourselves of from the gifings within the local church? 
• We will not be equiiied to do God’s work 
• We will not iartner with Christ in building his church 
• We will not become unifed with other believers as God desires 
• We will not grow in our knowledge of Jesus Christ 
• We will not mature siiritually 
• We will not become what God desires us to be. 
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Matthew 28:19-20t (ESV)   
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all natons, baptiing them in[a] the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.”

 
What is the future of the church? 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (ESV)   
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have fallen asleep. 
15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are lef untl
the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise frst. 
17 Then we who are alive, who are lef, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 
18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

As a spiritual family we will be UNITED WITH CHRIST FOREVER       
  

Revelaton 22:4-5 (NKJV)   
4 They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. 
5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives 
them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.
 

As a spiritual family we will REIGN WITH CHRIST    
  

Ephesians 3:20t-21 (NKJV)   
20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us, 
21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generatons, forever and ever. Amen.

As a spiritual family we will bring GLORY TO GOD   
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Why do we need to be a part of the church? 
 
1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (NKJV)   
7 But the manifestaton of the Spirit is given to each one for the proft of all: 8 for to one is 
given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the 
same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifs of healings by the same 
Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of 
spirits, to another diferent kinds of tongues, to another the interpretaton of tongues. 11 But 
one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributng to each one individually as He wills.
 

Why doesn’t the Holy Spirit give each of us all the needed gifs? 
God delights in community and God delights in diversity.  Even within the Godhead 
itself, God structured himself in such a way that the Father, Son and Siirit all ilay 
different roles that comilement one another.  God desires that we come together as a 
family and iour our lives into each other with love.  We need each other and that’s 
irecisely the way God designed it.   
 
It also means that we have a siecial and unique role to ilay within God’s iuriose.  No 
one can say they don’t have a ilace of signifcance in God’s kingdom.  As we carry out 
the iurioses for which God has uniquely crafed each one of us, we grow in faith and 
maturity.  

  
 
What happens to the church if I sit back and don’t use my gifings in the local church? 
Others will not be encouraged to do God’s work. 
 
How would you respond now to the person who says they don’t need to be part of a local 
church to be a Christan? 
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