
COURSE: THE PASTORAL CALLING
LESSON: THE OFFICE OF A PASTOR

1 Timothy 3:1 (NKJV)
This is a faithful saying: If a man desires 

the positon of an overseer, he desires a good work.

Introducton
If you are a pastor or are training to become one, let me frst say that you have a heart or 
desire for a good work. Paul tells Timothy this very thing. Why would Paul say such a thing? 
Why is desiring to be a pastor a good thing? 

If you contnue reading in 1 Timothy 3 you will fnd a long list of qualifcatons for a pastor, a 
list of do’s and don’t’s you could say, about a pastor. It seems that becoming a pastor is no 
easy or simple thing. So why would Paul say it’s a good thing? Well, while he doesn’t give us a 
direct answer, we can fnd some hints throughout the New Testament.

First, we see that God uses the word shepherd to refer to the work he wants a pastor to do. 
This is the same work, in a diferent way, that Jesus does for the church. (cf. Acts 20:28; 1 Peter
2:25). Jesus is our perfect shepherd, the one who takes care of the church, with our best 
interests at heart. Just read through the New Testament where Jesus talks about himself as 
our shepherd and you will see his heart clearly. (John 10; Mathew 9:36; Revelaton 7:17) This 
is what he asks of pastors to do. Care for church, protect them, teach them, guide them, and 
so much more.  So if the job that he asks you to do is one that he himself does, that would 
seem to say it is a good thing. 

Second, it is a needed thing, so much so that the Holy Spirit selects some to work specifcally 
in this capacity or way. In Acts 20:28 Paul says that the Holy Spirit has made you overseers to 
shepherd. He himself has selected those who are to care for the fock. And in Ephesians 4 Paul 
says that God gave some to be pastors or shepherds. Notce two things here. First, pastors or 
shepherds are given. Given to whom? Given to the church. Pastors, along with the other 
offices listed there, are given as giss from God to the church. He chooses men, just like you, to
be a gis to the church, for his purposes. That’s the second thing to notce here. God chooses 
those whom he wants to give to the church. Not everyone is chosen or called to be a pastor. 
God chooses whom he wills to work in this office, to care for his church. So, being chosen by 
God for this special work is defnitely desiring a good thing. 
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What is a pastor? 
The word pastor is only used once in the Bible when referring to a person’s calling. It is found 
in Ephesians 4:11. The word pastor does not actually occur in the original Greek text. 
Somewhere along the way, we picked up this word pastor and added it to this text. The word 
"pastor" comes from the Latn noun pastor which means "shepherd”. The word used in 
Ephesians 4:11 is poimen, which means shepherd. So while the word pastor is not incorrect, 
you should be aware that pastor is not a Greek but a Latn word. The idea is stll the same. 

So what does a shepherd do? The word poimen shows us that a shepherd is one who is the 
feeder, protector, and ruler of a fock of men. But that seems to be a somewhat incomplete 
picture of what the New Testament tells us about pastors. So let’s dig deeper into the Word of 
God and see what it says about Pastors. 

*Note: special bold emphasis has been added to verses in this course for emphasis and 
does not occur in the original text. 

The Ofce of a Pastor
There are many things that the pastor must do and be according to the Word of God. We 
never want to give opinions of man or our own ideas so all the things we discuss here will be 
taken directly from the Bible. You can rest assured that what you read is what God is requiring 
of you. Whether you have been a pastor for 45 years or are just beginning your training to 
become a pastor, the Bible is clear about what God expects from you.

A. Dutes of a Pastor
a. Preach: This is an obvious one, and something that many pastors are eager to do. The
thing we need to notce here is that Paul tells Timothy, and every pastor, to be ready all 
the tme to preach the word. This will only come from being flled with the Spirit, flled 
with the Word, and always living according to the Word.

2 Timothy 4:2
2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, 
exhort, with all long-sufering and teaching.

b. Exhort: This means to call for something or to encourage. The pastor is to call the 
church to live rightly; to encourage the church to live according to the Bible. 

2 Timothy 4:2
2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, 
exhort, with all long-sufering and teaching.
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c. Equipping saints for ministry: Too osen pastors and church members see the pastor 
as the one who “does ministry”. According to this passage, we see that the pastor is to 
equip the saints, the church, to do the work of the ministry. It is not the pastor that we 
should expect to evangelize, disciple, or reach out into the community (though as a 
Christan he will want to do these things). But his role is to equip the church to do these
things. The Greek idea is bringing to a conditon of ftness. Basically the pastor is to help
get the church get spiritually ft, ready for her work. 

Ephesians 4:11-12
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work 
of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 

d. Edifying the body: The idea here in the Greek is to build up the body of Christ, the 
church, to be a suitable place for God to dwell. 

Ephesians 4:11-12
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 

e. Rebuke: Many pastors are afraid of correctng or rebuking their church members. 
And others are too quick to hand out judgment for what they see as faults in their 
church members. Here, rebuke is something that pastors need to do. It is not 
something they can just choose not to do because they are uncomfortable. It is also not
handing down judgment because the pastor doesn’t like what someone is doing. The 
Greek here is warning to prevent something from going wrong. A pastor is to be aware 
of their members, see how things and behaviours are not right according to the Bible, 
and gently and patently help the people to line their lives up with the Word of God. 

2 Timothy 4:2
2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, 
exhort, with all long-sufering and teaching.

f. Convince: Pastors are to convince. Convince with solid, compelling evidence, from the
Word of God, that the people or person is living in error to the Bible. It is not the 
pastors opinion or skilled speaking ability that will convince people. It is only the Word 
of God. And this must be done with patence (long sufering) and teaching. This is not 
just a one tme meetng, telling the person what is wrong. It is not preaching a sermon 
one tme and then wondering why people are not changing. This takes patence and 
tme, with teaching, to convince the people to follow the Bible. It also requires prayer 
and sensitvity to the Holy Spirit. Pastors must be sure to follow the Spirits leading, 
while standing on the foundaton of the Bible. 

2 Timothy 4:2

www.KingdomHarvestInternational.com                        3                                       Kingdom Harvest Training



2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince(convict), 
rebuke, exhort, with all long-sufering and teaching.

g. Teach those who are in error or not fully understanding the word: Part of being a 
pastor is teaching. We will discuss more about that later but here, we will talk about 
teaching those who are in error or who lack understanding. This is similar to rebuking 
but also a litle diferent. Rebuke is to prevent something that could cause a problem in 
the future. But sometmes, especially as more experienced pastors, we meet with 
leaders or people who understand the Bible, but are missing one part, or do not fully 
understand what they are teaching. It is important for pastors to be able to teach those 
people so that they can contnue their ministry. This is not about tearing down other 
ministers, nor is it about the pastor proving himself superior or more educated. The 
goal is to reach more souls for Christ, in the most efectve way possible. So teaching 
and helping each other, with a humble attude, patence, and through the leading of 
God’s Spirit, is something pastors need to be ready and willing to do.

Apollos was a man that was eager to preach, had a good understanding of the 
scriptures (The Old Testament), and had been instructed by someone in the way of the 
Lord. He was “on fre” in his spirit to share the good news of Christ. Yet, in some parts, 
he was either not taught, or taught improperly. 

Acts 18:24-26
24 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and 
mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 25 This man had been instructed in 
the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately 
the things of the Lord, though he knew only the baptsm of John. 26 So he began
to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took
him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.

h. Train faithful men to be pastors: Likely if you are beginning your training to become a 
pastor, you have been found faithful by your pastor. Pastors are to train those who are 
faithful. Not those who are gised. Not those who are popular. Not even those who 
“seem” to move in the Spirit. The key here is faithfulness. Giss can and should be 
developed. Pastors can learn to move more in the Spirit as they become more 
grounded in the Bible. But faithfulness is something that we cannot teach. It is 
something that people determine in their hearts. And these men are the ones that we 
must reach out, help, and train to become fellow workers, pastors, and shepherds in 
the body of Christ. 

On a side note, pastors need to be faithful in training these men, and then releasing 
them. Too many pastors fall into a fear of releasing their trained leaders. Fear that their 
own church will sufer. Fear that the released pastor will excel past their mentors 
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abilites and talents. Fear that people will follow the new pastor instead of them. God 
has not given us a spirit of fear and we should not allow it to control how we live. Train 
and release, so that we can further the Kingdom of God for His glory.

2 Timothy 2:1-2
You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the 
things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also.

B. Abilites of a Pastor
Many people will say that God doesn’t call the qualifed, but he qualifes the called. While this 
is true to a point, there is work required on the part of the pastor to develop their giss and 
abilites. We will talk more later about developing spiritual giss, but for now we will talk about
the abilites that pastors should have. 

a. Able to rightly divide the word of God, not given to false teachings: This comes from 
studying the word and knowing the truth. Many popular preachers will say things that 
sound good, and may actually be partly true. But 9 parts truth mixed with 1 part lie is 
stll lie. We cannot allow false teaching to enter the church. Nor can we allow the truths
of the word to be neglected because of false teaching. Both are so important.

2 Timothy 2:15
15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

b. Able to teach: While one of the offices listed in Ephesians 4 is a teacher, we do realize
that not every church has each of the offices working and present. And while a teacher 
is able to teach, we are also told that a pastor should be able to teach. It may not be 
their frst calling or gising, but they need to be able to do it. Please do not confuse this 
with preaching. Preaching is not teaching. Preaching is sharing the good news from the 
word of God in a service setng. Teaching is a tme when instructons or informaton is 
passed on and allows for questons, and checks for understanding. Pastors, if the only 
learning your church receives is during your Sunday morning preaching, then you are 
missing an important part of church growth. Train and teach your leaders, and then 
allow them to train and teach as well. But do not stop teaching. Everyone needs to 
contnue to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus.

2 Timothy 2: 24 
And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, 
patent, 

2 Timothy 4:2
2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, 
exhort, with all long-sufering and teaching.
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1 Timothy 3:1-7
1This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the positon of a bishop, he desires a 
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not 
given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, 
not covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being 
pufed up with pride he fall into the same condemnaton as the devil. 7 
Moreover he must have a good testmony among those who are outside, lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

c. Able to correct those in wrong: These people could be within the church or outside. 
The only thing we know clearly is that they are in “oppositon”. Something they are 
saying is contrary to the Bible. Begin by praying. Seek God for the best way to approach 
these people. Then, in HUMILITY, not with a proud spirit, and defnitely not with the 
attude of “You are wrong and I’m here to teach you the right.” In every situaton, we 
must point people back to the Word of God. We can never claim to have the answers 
but always rely on God and His words to correct people. Remain humble knowing that 
you are not perfect, only called by God to point people in the right way.

2 Timothy 2: 25 
...in humility correctng those who are in oppositon

Titus 1:7-9
7 For a pastor must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but 
hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 
holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by 
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

d. Able to receive instructon: The opposite side to the story of Apollos is that he 
needed to be able to receive instructon. We can guess from the verses that follow that 
he did receive and take to heart the instructon he was given for the brethren in 
Ephesus sent him out with approval to spread the gospel further. Being able to receive 
correcton and instructon is a very important thing for pastors. As soon as we think we 
have everything fgured out and do not need to learn anything, we are in a dangerous 
place. We should always be ready for the Holy Spirit to teach us. Sometmes he will do 
this through our own study of the word, and other tmes he will do this through 
teaching and correcton from those around us. We only need to check and test what is 
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said to us with the Word of God, the whole word, and not just part. And ask God to 
show us what he is teaching us in every situaton.

Acts 18:24-26
24 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and 
mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 25 This man had been instructed in 
the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately 
the things of the Lord, though he knew only the baptsm of John. 26 So he began
to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they 
took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.

C. Character of a Pastor
A Pastor Is.... 

a. Long sufering: Also sometmes translated as patent. Pastors need to exercise 
patence in so many areas of ministry. It is one of the atributes of love and something 
that we all need to aspire to be. As pastors, we need to be an example to our churches. 

2 Timothy 4:2
2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, 
exhort, with all long-sufering and teaching.

b. Self controlled; Sober-minded: These two terms speak of self control. One more of 
control of the body, the other of the mind. Twice in Titus chapter one Paul says pastors 
are to be self controlled. If you are not displaying self control to your church members, 
one of the fruit of the spirit, you cannot expect them to have it. 

Titus 1:7-9
7 For a pastor must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but 
hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 
holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by 
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

1 Timothy 3:1-7
1This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the positon of a bishop, he desires a 
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not 
given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, 
not covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being 
pufed up with pride he fall into the same condemnaton as the devil. 7 
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Moreover he must have a good testmony among those who are outside, lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

c. Holy: Similar to blameless, but more about bearing the holiness of God. As pastors, 
we need to develop a character of holiness. This is only done through tme spent with 
God, allowing Him to work in our hearts and live, showing us the ways to live holy.

Titus 1:7-9
7 For a pastor must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but 
hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 
holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by 
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

d. Just; pursue righteousness: Both of these ideas speak of doing what is right. To make 
choices and decisions that are righteous and pure. 

2 Timothy 2: 22 
Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those 
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

Titus 1:7-9
7 For a pastor must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but 
hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 
holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by 
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

e., Hospitable: The Greek idea here is to be fond of guests. To share with your guests, 
even strangers, whatever you have. Paul tells Titus that a pastor must not be greedy for 
money but hospitable. He draws a clear distncton between wantng to keep money for
yourself, and using it to share with others. Pastors need to model hospitality to their 
churches and not be worried or greedy to keep things for themselves.

Titus 1:7-9
7 For a pastor must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but 
hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 
holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by 
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

1 Timothy 3:1-7
1This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the positon of a bishop, he desires a 
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
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temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not 
given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, 
not covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being 
pufed up with pride he fall into the same condemnaton as the devil. 7 
Moreover he must have a good testmony among those who are outside, lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

f. Lover of good: Plain and simple, love what is good. That means to praise what is good,
do what is good, encourage good in others, and at the same tme, avoid what is evil.

Titus 1:7-9
7 For a pastor must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but 
hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 
holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by 
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

g. Blameless; Good behaviour: Some would be quick to point out that none of us are 
perfect. Yes, that is true. But as pastors, our lives need to be lived at a higher standard. 
We are to know the Bible and live it out as an example to our churches. The idea of the 
word blameless is that no one can fnd a habit, a way of living, or a consistent sin that 
they can call us to account for. A habit of lying, a prideful attude, a lack of self control. 
These are all things that pastors can and should be called to account for if they are 
present in their lives. This is what blameless is speaking of. Good behaviour speaks of 
being respectable, modest and orderly. 

Titus 1:7-9
7 For a pastor must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but 
hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 
holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by 
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

1 Timothy 3:1-7
1This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the positon of a bishop, he desires a 
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not 
given to wine, not violent, [c]not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome,
not covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being 
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pufed up with pride he fall into the same condemnaton as the devil. 7 
Moreover he must have a good testmony among those who are outside, lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

h. Temperate (not a drinker): The issue drinking is one that has been debated 
throughout denominatons and ages. Some say it is permissible, others say it is sinful. 
The issue here is that a pastor should not be given to wine or strong drink. They should 
avoid wine and alcohol. It has been proven that even small amounts of alcohol can 
impair good judgment. Pastors are to be self controlled in their minds at all tmes. And 
alcohol is all forms can hinder that from happening. 

Titus 1:7-9
7 For a pastor must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but 
hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 
holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by 
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

1 Timothy 3:1-7
1This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the positon of a bishop, he desires a 
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not 
given to wine, not violent, [c]not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome,
not [d]covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being 
pufed up with pride he fall into the same condemnaton as the devil. 7 
Moreover he must have a good testmony among those who are outside, lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

i. Gentle: Another fruit of the spirit that pastors are called to be an example of for their 
churches. Here Paul draws a contrast between arguing an being gentle. Do not argue 
but have a gentle spirit.

2 Timothy 2: 24 
And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, 
patent,

1 Timothy 3:1-7
1This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the positon of a bishop, he desires a 
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not 
given to wine, not violent, [c]not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome,
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not covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being 
pufed up with pride he fall into the same condemnaton as the devil. 7 
Moreover he must have a good testmony among those who are outside, lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

j. Patent: Yet another fruit of the spirit that a pastor must display at many tmes in their
ministry. Patence in teaching. Patence in correctng. Patence in convictng. Patence in 
everything. 

2 Timothy 2: 24 
And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, 
patent, 

k. Flee lust; Actvely keeping pure: As men, a big temptaton is sexual temptaton. 
Whether in the form of lust, pornography, or adultery, pastors are told to fee these 
things. They are to work at keeping themselves pure.

2 Timothy 2: 22 
Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those 
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

2 Timothy 2: 22 
Do not lay hands on anyone hastly, nor share in other people’s sins; keep 
yourself pure.

l. Faithful to the word of God: It is not simply enough to know the Word of God, but 
pastors must hold fast to it. They are to cleave to it like a lifeline. It is only by holding so 
tghtly to this word that a pastor is able to do what God has called him to do.

Titus 1:7-9
7 For a pastor must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but 
hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 
holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by 
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

A Pastor Is NOT...
a. Quick tempered: A pastor must be patent and should not quickly become angry. 
When conficts arise, the pastor should be able to be patent, not getng upset. Very 
few situatons, if any, are resolved by arguing. 

Titus 1:7-9
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7 For a pastor must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but 
hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 
holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by 
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

b. Violent: It should seem obvious that a pastor would not be violent. Yet too many 
pastors are quick to show aggression or hostlity. When problems come, they get upset 
and hit something. Some may in fact show this violence by abusing their families. This is
simply unacceptable.  Others will not abuse their families, yet they allow their anger or 
frustraton to be displayed through some other type of violence. Hitng a wall, hitng a 
dog, slamming a door, all forms of violence that should not be part of a pastors life. 

Titus 1:7-9
7 For a pastor must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but 
hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 
holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by 
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

1 Timothy 3:1-7
This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the positon of a bishop, he desires a 
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not 
given to wine, not violent, [c]not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome,
not covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being 
pufed up with pride he fall into the same condemnaton as the devil. 7 
Moreover he must have a good testmony among those who are outside, lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

c. Greedy for money: we briefy touched on this in the point on hospitality. Pastors are 
not to be greedy for money but are to be generous. They are to give and share what 
they can with others, not trying to keep for themselves. 

1 Timothy 3:1-7
1This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the positon of a bishop, he desires a 
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not 
given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, 
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not covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being 
pufed up with pride he fall into the same condemnaton as the devil. 7 
Moreover he must have a good testmony among those who are outside, lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

Titus 1:7-9
7 For a pastor must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but 
hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 
holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by 
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

d. Given to arguments, or foolish disputes; Quarrel but be gentle: A pastor must avoid 
arguments whenever possible. These are not the same as standing frm on the Word of 
God and defending the Bible. Paul here is talking about foolish arguments that could 
much more easily be resolved by patence, gentleness, and understanding. Being a 
quarrelsome pastor is not an acceptable thing.

2 Timothy 2: 23 
But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife. 

2 Timothy 2:24 
And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, 
patent,

1 Timothy 3:1-7
This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the positon of a bishop, he desires a 
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not 
given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, 
not covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being 
pufed up with pride he fall into the same condemnaton as the devil. 7 
Moreover he must have a good testmony among those who are outside, lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

f. Partal or Prejudice : Peter talks about prejudice that was present among the church 
for the rich over the poor. This is osen what we think of within the church, but it can 
also be so much more. We osen favor or are partal to those who are talented, those 
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who are more like our own personalites, those who can ofer us something. Pastors are
to treat all people the same, observing and doing all they are called to do, in equal 
manner to all members of the body of Christ.

1 Timothy 5:21
21 I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels that 
you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing with partality. 

h. A new believer: The Greek word here means “newly planted”, so a new believer. 
Someone who is new to the faith cannot be expected to live at the standard that a 
pastor is called to live. A certain level of maturity in the faith is required to be able to 
withstand the tempatons and struggles that will come their way. Paul says that it would
be easy for a new believer to become pufed up or proud in their positon and fall into 
sin. It is interestng to note the comparison that Paul draws here. The word phrase here 
literally is “judgment of the devil”. The devil’s sin was pride, considering himself to be 
equal with God. While I do not think many pastors would claim to be God, many would 
and could easily claim their opinions and ideas to be on the same level as scripture. It is 
important for a pastor to be mature so that they understand the word and can stand on
it, have proven and tested it, not being easily swayed by false teaching or sinful pride.

1 Timothy 3:1-7
This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the positon of a bishop, he desires a 
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not 
given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, 
not covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being 
pufed up with pride he fall into the same condemnaton as the devil. 7 
Moreover he must have a good testmony among those who are outside, lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

i. Dictators or lords but examples: We have already noted several tmes how pastors are
to be examples to their churches. While this passage is speaking specifcally to elders, it 
does speak to the role of a shepherd, the pastor, the overseer. The pastor is not to be 
the lord over the church members. We don’t have the same positon of lord in our 
world today but we do have the same attude. Many pastors will abuse them church 
members, making them slaves to do whatever the pastor wants. Pastors are called to 
servant leaders, being an example of all that they want their members to grow into in 
Christ. Not dictators that bark order at church members to make the pastors life easier.

1 Peter 5:1-4
The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of 
the suferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 2 
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Shepherd the fock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by 
compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords 
over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the fock; 4 and when the 
Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade 
away.

j. Arrogant or Stubborn: We spoke briefy about being prideful earlier. It is not a vice of 
only the new believers. Many mature or aged pastors can become prideful and 
arrogant. They think they have all the answers and are not willing to listen to sound 
reasoning. They have become stubborn in their ways and cannot be taught. This is so 
very wrong. Pastors need to be humble, teachable by the Holy Spirit, and always willing 
to be led by Him. God will reject the arrogant and proud, but give grace to the humble, 
pastor and church member alike.

Titus 1:7-9
7 For a pastor must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but 
hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 
holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by 
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

D. Attude of a Pastor
a. Joyful: Do not confuse joy with happiness. Joy is being content and not complaining 
no mater what the circumstance. Pastors are to strive to be joyful in their ministry.

Hebrews 13:17
17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your
souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with 
grief, for that would be unproftable for you.

b. Willing and eager to pastor/shepherd: Too many pastors have taken on their role 
through the urging or pressure of others. We must be sure that a pastor has a heart to 
care for God’s fock. Not a heart to preach or become popular. Not a heart that feels 
burdened to do this, but a willing heart and is eager to fulfll the calling God has for 
them. 

1 Peter 5:1-4
The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of 
the suferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 2 
Shepherd the fock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by 
compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords
over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the fock; 4 and when the 
Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade 
away.
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c. Selfsh: A pastor must not be selfsh or covetous. He should want good things for 
those around him, not thinking only about what is best for him and his family. 

1 Timothy 3:1-7
1This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the positon of a bishop, he desires a 
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not 
given to wine, not violent, [c]not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome,
not covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being 
pufed up with pride he fall into the same condemnaton as the devil. 7 
Moreover he must have a good testmony among those who are outside, lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

E. Livelihood of a Pastor
a. Paid for their work: Just as the Old Testament priests were to receive their living from
the oferings brought to the temple, so pastors are to receive their living from the giving
that is done in the church. Paul talks about the law of Moses and muzzling an ox. The 
idea behind the law to not muzzle an ox while it is working to produce grain is that the 
ox deserves to partake in some of his own labor and so the command is to not to 
muzzle the ox. This means they allow him to eat from part of his labor while he treads 
out the grain. It is cruel to not allow your animals their proper care. Even Solomon 
wrote “Whoever is righteous has regard for the life of his beast, but the mercy of the 
wicked is cruel” (Prov 12:10). If God was concerned with the well being of animals, how
much more is he concerned with the well being of his servants. And we must not 
dismiss this simply because it is in the Old Testament. Paul thought it worth quotng, 
and even goes as far as saying that it is a command from the Lord. Those who preach 
the gospel should live by the gospel. Pastors should not be shy in teaching their 
churches on giving. 

1 Corinthians 9:8-14
8 Do I say these things as a mere man? Or does not the law say the same also? 9
For it is writen in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads 
out the grain.” Is it oxen God is concerned about? 10 Or does He say it altogether
for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is writen, that he who plows should 
plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope should be partaker of his hope. 11 If 
we have sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we reap your material 
things? 12 If others are partakers of this right over you, are we not even more?
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Nevertheless we have not used this right, but endure all things lest we hinder 
the gospel of Christ. 13 Do you not know that those who minister the holy things
eat of the things of the temple, and those who serve at the altar partake of the 
oferings of the altar? 14 Even so the Lord has commanded that those who 
preach the gospel should live from the gospel.

b.  Receive payment for their work: No one would ever accept a job at a restaurant or 
store where they work, even 5-10 hours a week, and not get paid. It just isn’t done in 
business. Yet, too osen, we expect pastors to work long hours for litle to no pay. The 
scripture is clear, and we need to be teaching the churches the truth of God’s Word. 
Those who are taught of the word need to share with those who teach. This isn’t about 
greed from the pastors, but about following God’s word. Yes, there may be seasons and 
circumstances where pastors will tent make. But when the pastor neglects teaching this
truth to his church because it might make them uncomfortable, that is a problem. The 
people need to give to support their church and pastor. They need to be taught that 
this is a commandment from God and it isn’t to be ignored, for any reason.

Galatans 6:6
6 Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him who teaches.

c. Worthy of double honor when devoted to the word: Pastors are the teachers in the 
church most tmes. They are the ones who spend tme devoted to studying the word of 
God, so they can rightly divide the truth, and share it with the people of God. Paul, 
inspired by the Holy Spirit so therefore this is God speaking, says that these men are 
worthy of DOUBLE HONOR! What does that mean? It means that pastors should 
receive a double amount of what a normal person receives. Yet, so many pastors 
struggle by when their congregatons are prospering. This should not be. No, pastors 
are not to be rich when their congregatons are poor. But, they are also not to  be poor 
if their congregatons are doing well. 

1 Timothy 5:17
Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially 
those who labor in the word and doctrine.

F. Lifestyle of a Pastor
In this secton, we’re going to talk about the lifestyle of a pastor. This is a bit diferent than the 
character and attude of a pastor. This is about the people who are closest in his life, his 
family. Some would argue that a pastor can’t be held accountable for how this family behave, 
that their actons should not afect the pastor being in ministry. This is not the case. The bible 
is clear that a pastors family are very important to his being in the ministry.

a. Husband (man): The frst thing we notce from this Timothy passage is that a pastor 
should be a man. Some translatons try to change the interpretaton to make it about 
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culture or situaton, but they miss the mark. They defnitely get it wrong. Paul was clear 
in that women should not teach men, so how can they teach the whole church? 

1 Timothy 3:1-7
1This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the positon of a bishop, he desires a 
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not 
given to wine, not violent, [c]not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome,
not [d]covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being 
pufed up with pride he fall into the same condemnaton as the devil. 7 
Moreover he must have a good testmony among those who are outside, lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

b. One wife (not divorced): The pastor should also be a husband of one wife. If you have
studied our lessons on divorce, you will know that divorce is only permissible in the 
case of adultery. And even then, remarriage is only possible aser death of the spouse. If
a pastor marries aser he, for some reason, has divorced his wife, he must leave the 
ministry. The word makes it very clear that pastors are to be an example of the way to 
live. If the word of God says do not divorce, how can the pastor say it is okay for him to 
do so and contnue in the church? Some people have made excuses as well for this 
passage, but the word is clear, only one wife. 

1 Timothy 3:1-7
1This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the positon of a bishop, he desires a 
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not 
given to wine, not violent, [c]not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome,
not [d]covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being 
pufed up with pride he fall into the same condemnaton as the devil. 7 
Moreover he must have a good testmony among those who are outside, lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

c. House in order (faithful children): Paul says that the pastor should rule his house well.
This means having children that are submissive and respectul. It also means that his 
wife is respectul. Again, the pastor and his family are an example for the church. The 
bible is clear that wives are to submit to their husbands. (cf. Ephesians 5) If the pastors 
wife is not submissive, if she is not displaying the characteristcs of a godly woman, this 
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refects badly on the pastor. It shows that he does not rule his house well. What is the 
result? He should not be a pastor. If he does not know how to rule his house, how to 
encourage and discipline, how to get respect from his wife and children, how can he 
expect to do the same with the house of God? He can not and should not.

1 Timothy 3:1-7
1This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the positon of a bishop, he desires a 
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not 
given to wine, not violent, [c]not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome,
not covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being 
pufed up with pride he fall into the same condemnaton as the devil. 7 
Moreover he must have a good testmony among those who are outside, lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

d. Good testmony among unbelievers: Similar to having good behaviour and being 
blameless, a pastor should have a good reputaton among unbelievers, those who are 
outside the church. Why? Paul says that he could fall into reproach and the snare of the
devil. This means basically that the pastor should give no reason for anyone outside the
church to speak negatvely about him. For the most part, people outside the church 
care very litle for what happens inside the church. But they will notce if the life they 
see a pastor leading is not matching what the bible says. What would happen if a pastor
falls into reproach? If people outside the church begin to see these things, they will 
spread it around. The Greek for reproach is an insult aimed to damage a reputaton. 
Even if the insult is not true, but perceived to be true, there could be damage done, and
the result could be a pastor falling into sin, hence the snare of the devil. So pastors are 
so live in such as  way that no one can fnd a reason to try to destroy their reputaton.

1 Timothy 3:1-7
1This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the positon of a bishop, he desires a 
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not 
given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, 
not covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being 
pufed up with pride he fall into the same condemnaton as the devil. 7 
Moreover he must have a good testmony among those who are outside, lest he
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.
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G. Judgment of a Pastor:  
a. Receive stricter judgment: Many men have been eager to begin life in ministry. They 
have a heart for God and love people. But how many of these men would be so eager if 
they knew they would be held to a higher judgment? The bible doesn’t say what the 
judgment will be, only that it will be stricter. We can surmise and guess, but that is 
really not benefcial. The point is, pastors will need to give an account for what they 
have done in their ministry, and God will expect more from them than from the people 
in his congregaton. Did he follow the rules and guidelines that God laid out in his 
word? Did he live a life as an example to his fock? Did he care for their souls, being on 
guard for and disproving false teaching?

James 3:1
My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall 
receive a stricter judgment.

b. Take heed: Paul says in Acts that pastors are to take heed to their fock and 
themselves. This is the idea that they be atentve in the sense of caring for, and 
providing for their fock, guarding and protectng. 

Acts 20:28
28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the fock, among which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He 
purchased with His own blood.

c. Watch out for your souls: The Greek idea here for watch out is to be sleepless, 
wakeful, staying vigilant, to exercise constant vigilance over something. This is an image 
drawn from shepherds. They spent their days and nights in the felds with their sheep. 
They were constantly on the look out for predators that would devour the sheep. They 
would batle ferce beasts, just as David did, to protect their sheep. We can clearly see 
the idea that the writer is trying to make here. Pastors are the protectors of their 
congregatons, and it is no small job. They must be ever vigilant to keep false teaching 
out of their church. Pastors, be careful who you allow to speak in your pulpit. Do not 
allow just anyone to teach your people. Protect them as you would your own children, 
keeping watch over them always.

Hebrews 13:17
17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for 
your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not 
with grief, for that would be unproftable for you.
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d. Give an account: The writer here says that not only should pastors protect and guard 
their churches, but they will also give an account for how good of a job they did. The 
Greek idea is a word or answer given for what happened. Pastor, soon to be pastor, 
always remember that God will require an answer from you for how well you teach, 
guard, and protect your church.

Hebrews 13:17
17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your
souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with 
grief, for that would be unproftable for you.

Untl God, through a specifc local church, makes a man a pastor (Acts 20:28), gives him to the 
church (Ephesians 4:11–12), sends him as a laborer (Mathew 9:37–38; Romans 10:14–15), 
and sets him over his household (Luke 12:42), he is not yet fully in his pastoral office.

And what a blessing it is when God gives a man a desire for the pastoral office to meet real 
needs in the church with the word of God and the power of the holy Spirit, with affirmaton 
from the local church and pastor he learned from, and opens a door for him to lead and serve 
in a specifc local church of his own. Then he knows he is fully in the pastoral office.
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